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Hello, 

 

The first few weeks of school have 

flown by full of exciting events!  We 

recently celebrated red ribbon week 

and also hosted The Fall Festival.  Both 

of these events were a huge success 

and would not have been possible 

without the support from our amazing 

parent community!  Our sights are now 

set onto the next event—the Olympic 

Triathlon. We are eagerly gearing up 

for a day of activities, again only made 

possible with the support of our 

amazing families.   

  

During my time at Westlake, I have 

become more and more aware of the 

fact that without the family support all 

of the special events and activities 

would not be possible.  Over the 

summer I had the privilege of meeting 

with several families and I would love 

to continue making those connections.  

If you are interested in sitting down 

with me to talk about Westlake and 

your hopes and dreams for this year 

and beyond,  please reach out via email.  

Depending on the number response I 

will receive I will set up one on one 

meetings or a couple of coffee talk 

sessions.  If we met over the summer 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Hello Westlake Families! 

 

We have been very busy at the middle 

school campus this fall. We have had a 

great success with our Red Ribbon 

week and were excited to kick it off 

with an assembly. We are grateful for 

all the WAVE parents that developed 

this spirit week and program for 

us.   In addition, our 5th-8th grade 

students have been working very hard 

on the NWEA testing and we are 

pleased with the scores thus far. It is 

wonderful to be at a school where 

education is valued by teacher, 

students, and families alike. The 

middle school students have been busy 

working on a group project that thanks 

Reed Hastings for supporting us in the 

development and growth of our middle 

school. Student groups will present to 

their peers and the best will present 

at the next board meeting. 

 

The Middle School campus held 

elections for Student Government in 

October and our student leaders 

jumped right in by planning and running 

part of our assembly that week. We 

have an excellent group of students 

that are full of ideas and energy. Our 

president is Megan Johnson, Vice 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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EXPLORER PRIDE 
SCHOOL NEWS 

The first grade studied life long ago.  One 

of our special events was a first grade old 

school day, including olden day names, slate 

writing practice, and much more.  Students 

learned to play Red Rover, Kick the Can, 

Marbles, Jacks, and Jump Rope. It was a 

great day in first grade!  

Old School Day 

PRINCIPAL BATTIN 

but you would like to talk some more 

please feel free to email as well!  

 

Sincerely, 

Emily Battin 
Emily Battin 
Principal. Del Paso Campus 

(Continued from page 1) 

Claire, in 2nd grade 

feeling super 

accomplished after 

labeling vocabulary 

for body parts in 

Spanish using play-

dough.   

A FEW HAPPENINGS IN MRS HERNANDEZ’S SPANISH CLASS 

¡H
O
L
A
! 

First grade students, singing and lining up in 

order of the days of the week in Spanish.  
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WESTLAKE CHARTER SCHOOL FACILITIES COMMUNIQUE  

 FALL 2013 

The 2013/14 School Year is the ground and work continues to be made on improving our school campuses.  This Communique provides some 
regional updates, as well as some that are tied more closely to the school… Ok, here we go! 
 

Levee improvements and building in Natomas 
As you might have heard, the US Congress recently passed the Water Resourced Development Act (WRDA) which was one of the significant 
pieces we needed approved in order us to continue to make progress on building a single, K-8 campus.  The WRDA was a major hurdle and 
received support from both sides of Congress (which seems to be a rare feat these days).  Next up: There are other steps to clear prior to being 
able to build, including certifying the levees and voting on a local school construction bond (which is anticipated to occur in the 2014). 
 

Speaking of a local school bond… 
As mentioned above, we anticipate that the District will place a local school construction bond on the 2014 ballot.  If approved, we have a 
formal agreement (called a Facilities Use Agreement; FUA) where funds from the bond proceeds will be used to construct a campus on a parcel 
of land in North Natomas, near the cross streets of Maybrook and Mabry.  (If the local school bond is not approved, Westlake Charter would 
potentially have to wait even longer to have a campus built). 
 
Even though we have a FUA with the District, we will be asking for your support to ensure our campus receives priority in the building queue.  
Throughout our school’s lifetime we have been made to move three times – our students and staff have been resilient, but it is time that, when 
funds are available, we are placed at the top of the building queue. 

 
Did you see Westlake Charter in the press? 
Probably not, because it was easy to miss – however, the Sacramento Bee 
recently published an article (10/6/13) that spoke to building and the 
redevelopment of local parks.  Looking to the image at the right, do you  
see where the picture says ‘Future elementary school’?  That’s where our 
campus will be.  Pretty cool, right? 
 
Considering the progress that is being made on the development of the 
park, it is likely that the park will be built before the campus is completed. 
However, it’s nice to know we’ll be located next to a new, community park. 
 

Traffic flow at Del Paso 

Let me just say how patient our parents have been during pickup and 
drop-off.  The school always has student, as well as pedestrian and  
community safety in mind, and we are thankful for your continued support. 
This said, we still have challenges: drivers who make illegal U-turns in the  
left turn-in lane, cars that backup across the crosswalk in front of our campus, as well as the left turn-in lane to NP3, and more.  In order to 
reduce the chance that a student or pedestrian is injured, we have been working with the District and City of Sacramento to permanently 
restrict access to the left turn-in lane in front of our Del Paso Campus. 
 
What would that look like and when would it happen? 
The City would install permanent cones so access to the turn lane would be permanently blocked.  We anticipate that this project would happen 
within the next few months, and will provide additional detail when it is available from The City. 
 
So how would drop-off/pick-up work? 
Parents would need to drive West along Del Paso Road and make a legal U-Turn on Hovanian Drive, then head East back towards campus.  The 
result would be a single-file line of cars entering (turning right) our Del Paso parking lot. 
 
But I will miss merging lines, playing Frogger™ across Del Paso, and looking out for j-walkers! 
We realize there are things that will be missed, and that this change may add a minute or two onto your daily routine.  In the end, though, we 
believe this change is the best, currently-available option to mitigate some of the traffic issues the school continues to see. 
 
If you have any questions, we would encourage you to email admin@westlakecharter.com. 
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WCMS 
PRINCIPAL BARIEL 

President is Elizabeth Vega, Treasurer is David Dyer, and our Secretary is Francesca 

Street. Each 5th grade homeroom and middle school advisory class also had the option 

to elect a representative for Student Government.  We look forward to many great 

events in the future. 

 

We are excited to report that we had a very successful Chili Cook Off and want to 

thank all of you that volunteered, cooked, and came out to eat chili in support our 

students. The winning class, Mrs. Sutton’s 4th period 8th Grade Science, will have an 

opportunity to brainstorm ideas for how the funds raised by the event will impact the 

middle school campus. It is fun to have such a warm and supportive community at our 

school, we could not have done this without all the help. 

 

We look forward to parent conferences November 18-22nd, as we enjoy having the 

family on campus to see all of the amazing things that students have been creating. We 

hope to see you all at the conferences. 

 

Sincerely,  

Laura Bariel  
Principal 5th-8th Grade  

(Continued from page 1) 

Meet Rhyan Monroe. He is a sixth 

grader with a great attitude.   

According to Ms. Flynn, Rhyan 

stands out in his Study Skills class. 

He updates his agenda every day, 

works diligently on his homework, 

and participates in the whole class 

study skills lesson. Rhyan has an 

"A" in the Expressions and 

Equations strand of his Math class 

with Mrs. Whiteside. He 

participates in class discussions in 

all of his classes and greets every 

teacher and student team mate 

with a smile.    

Rhyan Monroe 
We are adding another point 
of view, STUDENTS!  As 
students  we are thinking of 
doing student news. We 
want to have students do 
more to impact the school & 
that we should know what is 
happening in our school.   

Stay tuned!  

Student View 
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WCMS 

Mrs. Lillich’s fifth grade science class made Molecules from marshmallows 

with toothpick chemical bonds for the study of atoms, elements, molecules, 

and the Periodic Table of Elements.  

MOLECULES & MARSHMALLOWS 

Fifth grade students created art 

in the style of Dr. Seuss to 

understand the work of the 

illustrator.  They described and 

inquired about the work of Dr. 

Seuss to design creative, 

i n n o v a t i v e  m o d e s  o f 

transportation while including 

personal life goals to create a 

well-crafted art. 

OH, THE PLACES YOU WILL GO 
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Another successful event! 

FALL FESTIVAL 

This holiday you and your family can help Westlake 

Charter School come closer to winning $3,000 from 

Arden Fair Mall by taking your Arden Fair Mall 

receipts to Guest Services outside JC Pennys and 

having them logged for Westlake. This includes 

purchases you, your friends or family make as long as 

they are logged for Westlake Charter School.  Any 

purchases count from small food court purchases to 

large Sears appliance purchases, as long as it was 

purchased at Arden Fair Mall. In addition to 

purchases during the holidays, Westlake can earn 

2500 bonus points per family for their donation to 

the Arden Fair Angel Tree and triple bonus points 

for photos with Santa,  Once again these can be 

tracked at Guest Services. At the end of 

September, Westlake was in first place, please help 

us maintain that spot and earn the $3,000. More 

details can be found on the following pages. 

Arden Fair Mall Wants to Help Westlake 

 

The WCS Fall Festival was a great success thanks 

to all the support from the entire WCS 

community.  A huge THANK YOU to everyone on 

the committee, those who attended, manned the 

booths, sought donations for auction baskets, 

donated to the baskets and the countless other 

things that made it all happen.  The money raised 

from the festival goes back to support our school 

and the money raised from the auction baskets 

goes back to each classroom.  Event proceeds are 

still being determined.  Thank you so much for 

your support of this event and we look forward to 

next year's festival. 

 Arden Fair Mall will be hosting a…  

School Cents Meeting!!  
WHEN? Friday, November 8th, at 11:00 AM  

WHERE? Arden Fair Mall Community Room  

Your school will receive 5,000 bonus points 
for attending this special meeting!  



Please R.S.V.P. to Kayla Amick at 1-800-762-
1641 or Kayla@marketingguru.com by 

Tuesday, November 5th. Please let us know the 
number of people attending. 
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Going  for Gold 

OLYMPIC TRIATHALON 2013 

The 6th Annual Westlake Charter Olympic Triathlon officially kicked off October 18th with announcements and 

packets going home with our Explorers.  Every year, the Olympic Triathlon sponsored by WAVE, focuses on 

fundraising, a special event day and closing ceremonies.  It is our single largest fundraising campaign during the 

school year, and this year, we’re going for gold! 

  

Celebrating WCS’s three specialty classes, art, Spanish and PE, is the focus of the Olympic Triathlon event day on 

Tuesday, November 5th.  Students on both the Del Paso and Pebblewood campus will participate in half day 

programs creating a school wide art project, playing a Spanish game where students can practice their Spanish 

knowledge and testing their agility in the PE obstacle course.  The event day is completely planned and staffed by 

parent volunteers and promises to be an amazing time. 

  

Our fundraising goal is $70,000!  Students 

from both campuses have been bringing in 

their sponsorship donations on donations 

days weekly at the Del Paso campus on 

Wednesdays and the Pebblewood campus on 

Thursdays.  We’ve already raised over 

$10,000 as of Oct 30th, but it’s still a long 

way to go to gold.  We’ve already seen lots 

of creative ways students have asked for 

sponsors including letters and videos for 

their friends and family.  Keep it up, 

Explorers!  We know that you’ll break the 

Olympic Record. 

  

The Olympic Triathlon Closing ceremonies 

are slated for December 12th on the Del 

Paso campus and December 13th on the 

Pebblewood campus.  Students will celebrate 

their outstanding fundraising achievements 

and close out yet another fun event.  Parents 

and families are invited to join the 

celebration at the assemblies on that date. 

  

If you’re interest in volunteering for any 

part of the Olympic Triathlon, please email 

kong-vasquez@comcast.net to get more 

information. 

Volunteer  

opportu
nity 

mailto:kong-vasquez@comcast.net


 

 

For questions, comments, or to submit information to be included in the newsletter, please email newsatwcs@gmail.com.  Please 

note that all information must be submitted by Friday at least one week prior to publishing.  Content is subject to the approval 

of the principal prior to publication.   

Westlake Charter School 

School Administration 

WCS Office: (916) 567-5760 

WCMS Office: (916) 928-3987  

admin@westlakecharter.com 
        
Executive Director   Kate Burwinkel    kburwinkel@westlakecharter.com 

Principal (Del Paso)   Emily Battin   ebattin@westlakecharter.com    

Principal (Pebblewood)   Laura Bariel   lbariel@westlakecharter.com 

Assistant Principal   Jenifer Wilhelm  jwilhelm@westlakecharter.com  

BASE     Jennifer Gardner  jgardner@westlakecharter.com    

Library/Media Spec.    Barbara Ros    bros@westlakecharter.com    

Operations Manager   Aimee Wells    awells@westlakecharter.com  

Office Specialist (Del Paso)  Toni Alexander   talexander@westlakecharter.com    

Office Specialist (Pebblewood)  Stacey Ramirez   sramirez@westlakecharter.com 

Preschool    Ann Panzica     apanzica@natomas.k12.ca.us  

 

Board Leaders 

WCS Board     Hope Gawlick   hgawlick@westlakecharter.com   

WAVE     Maria Solis   waveteamlead@gmail.com    
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Contact information 

Del Paso Campus 

 

8:20 AM School Begins 

2:35 PM Kinder Dismissal (12:45 PM Wed only) 

3:10 PM 1st—2nd Dismissal (12:55 PM Wed only) 

3:20 PM 3rd—4th Dismissal (1:05 PM Wed only) 

Pebblewood Campus 

 

7:45 AM School Begins 

2:45 PM Dismissal (12:30 PM Wed only) 

BELL SCHEDULE 

No School 
November 11 

November 25—Dec 2 

December 22—Jan 3 

Parent Teacher Conferences  
(minimum days) 

Nov 18—22 4th—8th grade 

Nov 20—22  K—3rd grade 

REMINDERS 
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